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Nonprofit Survey Notes Past Trends While Looking to the Future 
Livingston, New Jersey. On December 1, 2008, the results of the Annual Survey of Nonprofit & Social Service Organizations were released for 2008-2009. The survey, conducted by Sobel & Co. LLC, The Community Foundation of New Jersey and Semple – Bixel Inc., a identified various critical issues central to all organizations that have significantly changed over the past five years as well as those that have remained the same for nonprofit organizations in the New Jersey/New York community.

While much is being made today of the economic impact on the nonprofit sector, the survey showed that those organizations that have thrived in prior years expect to continue doing well.  Over all, most organizations noted that their services and programs are more in demand than ever, a clear indication that their constituents are being hard hit by the economy. At the same time, nonprofits are facing a shrinking pool of volunteers and concerns over funding cuts and decreasing corporate contributions.  Many are turning their attention to individual donors with greater intensity than in previous years. 

One clear difference is the increasing focus on the ‘business’ of the organization – with many nonprofits adopting corporate-like infrastructures and board procedures in order to become more efficient, effective and successful. Past trends clearly influence the expectations of nonprofit leaders as they look ahead, but they also are aware of the new challenges and also the exciting opportunities that will exist in the next five years. 

About the Sponsors

Sobel & Co. is a regional certified public accounting and consulting firm with headquarters in Livingston, New Jersey, providing traditional and nontraditional services for a wide range of companies, most especially for nonprofit and social service organizations and foundations in the metropolitan area of New York/New Jersey since 1956.
The Community Foundation of New Jersey is an alliance of families, businesses and foundations that work together to create lasting differences in lives and communities – today and tomorrow. Donors who establish a charitable fund with Community Foundation have the opportunity to focus charitable dollars on their timetable – on causes, organization and communities they believe in – to achieve their desired impact.
Semple Bixel Associates is a fund-raising and management consulting firm. Since 1976, they have served over 350 organizations – mentoring and helping them to succeed in the increasingly competitive arena of nonprofit fund raising.
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